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FRONT COVER: Photo by Deb Rose, Minnesota Dept. of Natural Resources. Interstate State Park encompasses 290 acres along the cliffs
overlooking the St. Croix River in Chisago County in east-central Mitmesota. Interstate State Park is the state's fourth most popular state park,
with 377,562 visitors in 1998. The park was established in 1895, making it the second oldest state park. Popular activities in the park include
rock climbing, hiking, camping and snowshoeing.

The Minnesota State Parks are the second oldest state park system in the country, established in 1891. The Minnesota State Park system
includes 70 state parks and recreation areas totalling more than 240,000 acres. There is a state park within 50 miles of evelY Minnesotan. In
1998, Minnesota State Parks hosted a record 8,622,965 visitors.

BACK COVER: Photo by Roberta Sladky, Como Park Conservatory. Poinsettia Show, Sunken Garden, Como Park Conservatory. Como
Park ConservatOlY, established in 1915, has long been referred to as the crown jewel of Como Park. The Sunken Garden, one of five rooms of
the ConservatOlY, is an ever-changing flower show that provides visitors a colorful horticultural parade. Flowering plants are placed in the gar­
den as they begin to peak and are removed when they begin to fade. The Sunken Garden is a popular venue for weddings and is noted for its
reflecting pool filled with koi (brightly-colored carp). The poinsettia show featured in the photo is held from December through mid-January.
The Conservatory also contains Palm House, North House, Fern Room and Gallely Garden. The Conservatory had 333,566 visitors in 2000.

Como Park is one of the most visited parks in the Metropolitan Council Regional Parks System. The Regional Parks System includes over 60
parks and trails in the seven-county metropolitan area, and boasts 29 million visitors each year. The system was established in 1974.
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Dedication

This Minnesota Guidebook to State Agency Services
is dedicated to Governor Harold Stassen

in memory of his exemplary public service
to the people of Minnesota.

Harold E. Stassen
April 13, 1907 - March 4, 2001

Minnesota's 25th Governor
January 2, 1939 - April 27, 1943*

* Governor Stassen resigned afterfour months into his third term to serve in the United
States Navy during World War II in the Pacific. During the decisive battles ofthe Philip­
pine Sea, Stassen sship was constantly under fire (his ship was hit twice). He won the
Legion ofMerit for his combat duty from June 1944 to January 1945, and was promoted
to captain in September 1945.
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A Message from Governor Jesse Ventura

This guidebook is a lot like state government itself: both are very helpful to Minnesotans, but
only when used properly.

I like to think that government has been run properly and efficiently since my administration
took office. I have always said that government should do for people what they cannot do for
themselves. Issues like transportation, education and taking care of the people's money are impor­
tant to me, and if you look at the improvements we have made the past few years, you'll see I back
up my words with actions.

It is fitting that this book is dedicated to Governor Harold Stassen. Governor Stassen was truly
a man of the people - they were his only concern! Governor Stassen made a career out of trying
to improve the quality of life for the people of his state and his country. To me, that's what politics
is all about.

A governor's legacy is a sensitive thing. I'm not interested in how people remember me - I
want to make sure the state is a better place to live in after I leave office. If it is, and I believe it
will be, I will have done my job. .

But even with everything my administration does, we're just a small cog in the amazingly com­
plex machine that is state government. Working at the Capitol makes me appreciate the intricacies
of the entire system, from the first check to the last balance. Those of us elected by the people
have an immense responsibility to stick to our convictions while representing our constituencies.

I hope you'll use this guidebook as a stepping stone to some sort of involvement in your com­
munity, state or country. Once you do, you'll enjoy the great rewards I have come to appreciate.

Minnesota Guidebook to State Agency Services 2001-2003
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Introduction

((We are called a democracy, for the administration is in the hands ofthe many and not of

the few. "

_ Thucydidis, Greek historian (460-400 B.C.)

Throughout his life, Harold E. Stassen in word and deed displayed to his fellow Minnesotans,
and the world, the inexhaustible potential of unflagging commitment to civic responsibility and
public service, and the orderly administration of government. He championed the belief that indi­
vidual citizens should be empowered to develop new values and rules and to take charge of and

influence their government.

Many of Governor Stassen's contributions to Minnesota shine on today as models of good gov­
ernment. His work on the national and international stages has resulted in a more just and peaceful

society.

For this and much more, this edition of the Minnesota Guidebook to State Agency Services is
dedicated to the memory of Minnesota's "boy governor," Harold E. Stassen. His life is one to

which we should all aspire.

Governor Stassen emulated a new kind of leadership, a leadership that does not control but
empowers; a leadership that does not dominate decision-making, but that asks the right questions;
a leadership that simply creates an arena for constructive change. He in all ways met the greatest
obligation of any leader: To make possible an environment where people's minds and hearts can
be inventive, brave, human and strong. Where people can aspire to do useful and significant
things. Where people can aspire to change the world.

. Harold Stassen's life exemplifies Minnesota and its citizens. Born in·, 1907 on a farm near St.
Paul, he received his bachelor's degree from the University of Minnesota, then graduated from the
University of Minnesota School of Law in 1929. He opened a law practice in South St. Paul and
was elected Dakota County attorney, a post he held for two terms..
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